followed the same tradition in composing the Panca.sta\
of which the Snstava is one.

THE INFLUENCE OF EARLIER WRITERS (W
PARASARA

/

Parasara's    Sngunaratnakosa        and    the
Srfrangarajastava contain ideas and expressions which
are similar with those of his predecessors Yamuna,
Ramanuja and Kuresa, his own father. That the
compositions of the Alvars provided the very basic
inspiration and content for his religious philosophy goes
without saying. The Catusslokl of Yamuna formed the
standard expression on the concept of Sri which was
followed by later writers of this school like Ramanuja,
Kuresa and Parasara. In this hymn Sri has been conceived
of as the inseparable consort of Lord Visnu, the mother
of the beings, the mistress of the two Vibhuti-s (mtya
and Ma) and the mediator between man and God. The
doctrine of prapatti to Sri is also found in this stotra
3f Yamuna. The introductory portion' of Ramanuja's
Saranagatigadya where again saranagati to Sri is clearly
irticulated, follows Yamuna's stotra. Thus Parasara also
expresses his Saranagati to Sri in his Srigunaratnakosa
sl. 59).

Ramanuja's influence on Parasara can also be seen
n several passages of the TattvaratnaJkara and the
Snrangarajastava^ Parasara refers to the opinion of
Ramanuja and Yamuna (obviously referring to the
^a6caratradhikarana    of the Sribhasya    and the
\gamapramanya   of Yamuna) that the ^Pancaratra-
criptures are the compositions of the Lord Himself and
s such they cannot be treated as alternative to the
hz&'-texts (which are recapitulated and instructed to